
Gilles Deleuze’s Difference and Repetition 
 

NOTE: This is the syllabus for an advanced undergraduate course I taught at the University of 
Chicago to philosophy majors. My goals for teaching this course are in the Course Description.  
 
 

Course Description 
 

What is difference? What are the conditions under which two things differ from one another? 

Traditionally, identity or sameness is taken to be a condition on difference: to find a difference, the 

traditional thought goes, one must at least dimly have in view a similarity. The basis for the 

traditional view lies in the claim that anything we can so much as represent (that is, think about, 

perceive, remember, or imagine) must share a form with everything else which we can represent. 

Because everything we can represent must share some form, differences between any two things we 

can represent must be subordinated to their possessing an identical form. 
 

Gilles Deleuze challenges this traditional thought and the “representationalism” that is its basis.  In 

its place, he argues that a philosophy of difference can itself ground identity as a “superficial” effect 

of difference. While defending his view, he articulates an entirely new conception of all of our 

cognitive capacities (our capacities to think, perceive, remember, and imagine). Moreover, he 

grounds his new view of both difference and of our cognitive life in an exciting account of the 

nature of time. 
 

The first and primary aim of this course is to introduce you to Deleuze’s thinking with the hopes of 

persuading you that his philosophy is worth taking seriously. The second aim is to interrogate with 

you both the starting points and the role of philosophy through exploring a systematic and exciting, 

yet nevertheless radically counter-intuitive view, one which self-consciously begins from a non-

traditional starting point. Finally, by guiding you through a difficult text in the history of philosophy, 

this course aims to help you become more incisive and deeper readers of the history of philosophy 

more generally. 

 

Class Participation 
 

Class discussion will be a central component of our work together this quarter. Good discussions are 
the fruit of careful reading: if you put in the work to read and digest the material (which will likely 
require re-reading), our discussions will be rewarding. If you fail to do such work, our discussions 
will be much less rewarding. So everyone should come to class ready with questions, concerns, 
objections, and new ideas. The harder we all work on our own outside of class, the more we’ll all 
learn together in class. Because participation in class is so important, attendance at all classes is 
required, and will be a factor in determining your final grade. 
 

Weekly Position Papers 
 

Each week, you will write a 2 page paper to be turned in by Monday morning at 6:00am in response 
to a prompt that will be sent out each week by Wednesday 11:00pm. The paper should advance a 
position in response to the prompt: that is, you should advance some thesis, usually of an 



interpretive nature. These papers don’t have to contain an introduction or a conclusion. The aim of 
the papers is to facilitate your understanding of Deleuze; moreover, working on these papers will 
help prepare you to write the longer, final paper. (While we will not be able to discuss these papers 
at the length they deserve in class, I will provide written feedback for each paper, and I am happy to 
meet with you in office hours each week to go over your paper in a detailed fashion.) 
 

Final Paper 
 

At the end of the quarter, you will write a 10-12 page final paper, due by 5pm on Friday, June 12th. I 
will meet with you individually to help you determine a topic for this paper, and you will be allowed 
to build upon any of the weekly position papers you wrote. You will be expected to meet with me to 
discuss a draft or a detailed outline before turning your paper in, no later than Friday June 5th. 
 

Grading Policies 
 

I will grade and give brief comments on each of your weekly papers. Only your best five grades will 
contribute to your overall grade in the class. The overall breakdown of your course grade will be as 
follows: 
 
Position Papers: 40% 
 
Final: 40% 
 
Participation: 20% 
 

Readings 
 

*Required Text: Gilles Deleuze, Difference and Repetition (Columbia University Press, 1994). Only this 

edition is acceptable. All other readings will be made available electronically 
 

Part 1: The Criticism of Representation, Part 1 

Week 1: Introduction 

   Reading (for Wednesday): Aristotle, selections (chalk); D&R 28-35; Robinson, Housekeeping, 

selections (chalk) 

 

Week 2: Univocal Being 

   Reading: D&R 35-58 

 

Week 3: Overturning Platonism 

   Reading: D&R 59-64, 66-69; Logic of Sense 253-265; Smith, “Platonism,” 3-16 

 

 

Part 2: The Passive Syntheses of Time 
 

Week 4: The 3 Syntheses 

   Reading: Proust, Swann’s Way, selections; D&R 70-91 



 

Week 5: Difference is the Repeated 

   Reading: D&R 115-128 

 

 

Part 3: The Criticism of Representation, Part Two 
 

Week 6: Encounter and Empiricism 

   Reading: D&R 129-153 

 

Week 7: Problem and Illusion 

   Reading: D&R 153-168, 28-35 

 

 

Part 4: Differentiation and Differenciation 
 

Week 8: Systems of Difference 

   Reading: D&R 170-191, 208-214   

 

Week 9: The Drama of Actualization 

   Reading: D&R 214-224, 241-256 

 

Week 10: What is Philosophy? 

   Reading: What is Philosophy? selections  


